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hoops arranged in a free-like form.
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Public art done right
at new Toronto park

The Lassonde Art Trail is a curated
assembly of roughly two dozen works by
international and Canadian artists
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school of colourful fabric fish lut-
terin the wind on top of flagpoles
overlooking the mouth of
Don River. Inspired by the famil-
iar koinobor, carp streamers that celebrate.
Children's Day in Japan,
feature novel pattems, including images
of more fish printed directly on their bel-
lies. Here on the Lassonde Art Trailin the
new Bildaasige Park on Toronto's east wa-
terfront, the streamers celebrate the re-
tun of fish to the renaturalized river
mouth.

16 you read the signage nearby you will
lean that Toronto artst Alexa Kumiko
Hatanaka based the streamers on two lo-

front Torontgs projct o restore the
of the Don and reclaim the Keating
Channetfom i and i
‘The cty, i the midst of a 10-vear strate-
gic plan for publicart, s trying to get more
ieces to und

until the early 2030, s certainly outlying,
But, i fact, the Lassonde Art Trail i inde-
pendent from the city's public art pro-
ram, The trail s partof theorginal Wa:
nt Toronto plan for the site
when phianthropit Fiere Lassonde vi-
ited, he was so impressed with the idea, he
contributed $as-million. That has set up
the ant il s s own chariabe ongania-

O s ok exenatosty it e iy,
which owns the park, and Waterfront To-
Tonto, which landscaped it but ifs inde-
m the burcaucracy might ex-
plain its ability to keep focused on the vi-
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ool
sculptures of

poetic statement about the

chored ithout any futher disruption. A

few also include wiring and plumbing so
that art using light, sound or water could
be included. Although the fish streamers,
which are made of ripstop, may have to

ome down rath ds,
most of the sculptures are built to with-

graffiti by a “sacrificial” layer of finish that
can be cleaned off if necessary. Staff check
art daily, and the sculptures will be
cleared of snow, although the park's walk-
ways already features signs warning there
i no winter maintenance in sections,
CuratorNoversber Pauter, who selecs.
1 picces thatwill complet the it
e 1 by September, hopes.
would-be vandals will be deterred by the
atmosphere of the place, where th

on
tory and rehabilitation of the site.

bird perched ona verytall pole and even-
tually realize that if's not moving:
Standard, on loan from the National Cal
lecy of Canada, is a 2078 work by the i
ish artist Tracey Emin, a pacifist reinter-
retation of the cagles on top of ancient
Roman banners.
danger is that humour can produce
one-liners, witty visual gags that will look

featuring multiple functional basketbali
hoops arranged as a tree-like form. The
trail ends at its western edge with two
picces by US. artist Hank Willis The

that feature a pink speech bubble and an
orange thought bubble, large enough to

dare-
tored wetland that has re-ctablished
bird life. One e picce already features polite

itin the Toronto sky-
line as your backdrop.

On the other hand, the complex or the
eamest can be hard to pull offin a setting

cal species, pickerel and pumpkinseed,

warning signs: “Please help preserve this
d . Do

iswell as
the invasive carp. As planes from the is-
land srpor fy overbead, you might also
f orange safety windsocks and be
reminded of the Port Lands links to trans-
rtation and indust s O on windy

‘both new commissions and loans. The art
has to compete with a massive industrial
el Resored an 3 landmank, the -
tonne d Atlas crane is
I 3 mighty sculpre, 40 metres high.

with

P s i successtul ‘public art. It is highly
visible, but not intrusive, speaks toits en-
vironment but also m
whateverlevel they choose toen ut-

nbea

ad, -
den treasures, the Lassonde Art ol
fers playfulness in place of monumental-

E

s set up as a sort of outdoor
sy whetesome  picces are permanent

2 gnored a bes; vlfled 3t worst In 3
summer in which somebody decided it

it dotted sround Bidsaig, the ity of
Toronto park on Ook: the

installations r the park:
The Colony, a work by Cree artist Kent
Monkman about Indigenouspresence,
willbeunveled inSeptember, olowed by
a huge ceramic ree by Poruguese artist
fecontclos n 207 O
are more movable and will be shown tem-
ly: Monira Al Qadiris First Sun, an
rsized human head with a giant scarab
bestle fora face that spen the summer i
»w York's Central Park, e

artwork by b
not climb on it

‘The work in question is Stories o Relics,
by the British artist Ryan Gander, a fo

fures representing timepicces: a ca
3 and a digital
clock. The pieces are anchored to rocks
but are small enough they might look
temptingly movable. They cettainly de-
how clever-

ly coincidental: A cyclist breezes by; a
family saunters. One quietly powerful ex-
ample is a loan from the City of Toronto’s
public art collection, now reinstalled at
Bildaasige: At the far eastem end of the
site, Trajet by Caroline Monnet and Dean
Baldwin Lew is a bronze cast of footprints,
provided by contemporary Indigenous
people, et at the shoreline as a marker of

Iy they meet the viewer with their reflec-
tion on time and history; offering a seren-
dipitous encounter with Something out of
place, the eye-catching yellow calling out
from the rocks, or perhaps the invitation
t0 a four-part scavenger hunt.

There's humour and whimsy here,
which are smart qualities for public art
Similarly, Homing, a threc-level aluminum
shape of some fantastical
beast, by Toronto artists Nadia Belerique

d Tony draw in

Ef

September,
‘The sites for the sculptures feature per-

with the odd assortment of objects
plates, food, stuffed animals - with which
hicves its

island that was created as part of Water-

‘underground
infrastructure so that new art can be an-

Not far away, you may spot a very small

niums, (It was inspired by sketches of an-
cient footprints found in clay on the floor
of Lake Ontario during waterworks con-
strcton n 108)

abtly integrated info s special stting.

W o ot o s

ceding water and sometimes
by floods, the poignant work beckons
gently to those ready to walk for their art.

The Lassonde At Tl s e and pen 24/7

Il year round. It starts outside Old Firehall
50,59 Commissiones 5 in Toroto, where
maps can be downloaded from the signage.
The fral measures about four kilomeres and
takes one or fwo hours fo complete



